Contact
Singapore

o

L, = ’ e ot )
Photo courtesy of the Singdpore Touristm Board
Photographer: Dino Canlas

PRpe—

Singupore is widely regurded us d
commercial focul point of Southeust
Asia and the larger region. As Asia
assumes g much more dominunt role in
driving the world economy, Singupore
is looking to strenygthen its position us
a globdl legdl hub, providing services
that will benefit from and contribute to
this process.

Currently home to around 4,900
practicing lawyers and 900 law firms,
Singupore’s legal services sector has
seen hedlthy growth in recent years. The
sector contributed 0.57% to Singapore’s
GDP (851.51 billion) in 2009, representing
U yeudr-on-yeur growth of dbout 2.1%
from 2008.

Today, Singupore is a key legal hub for
Southeust Asiu und, increusingly, the
Indian subcontinent.



Singupore will soon be launching the
Foreign Practitioners Examination (FPE),
designed 1o help meet growiny industry
demund for high-cdlibre lawyers. The
FPE will dllow experienced foreign
lawyers o practise Singupore luw within
permitted ureus of leyul pructice und
enhhunce the depth of expertise in the
legal services sector. The FPE will be
conhducted by the Singupore Institute of
Leyul Educution which wus estublished
onh 3 Muy 2011 to develop, coordinute
and oversee initiatives on legdl fraining.

A 2008 report published by the

Internutionul Chamber of Commerce’s
Internutional Court of Arbitration (ICC-
ICA) ranked Singupore s the top city
in Asia for ICC arbitrations und onhe

A vibrant legadl services sector is un
economic ehyine in itself und u key
enubler for growth in many other sectors
of Singupore’s economy. For this reuson,
Singupore hus continued to liberdlise its
legul services sector.

As purt of the process of dereyulution,
six Quulifying Foreigh Law Practice
(QFLP) licenses huve been awarded to
selected firms to dllow them to practise
in commerciul ureus of Singupore law,
Of the six QFLP firms, three are ranked

This strategy of liberdlisution has clearly
borne fruit, us the sector hus seen
impressive growth in the pust few yeurs.
Besides having more than 800 locul firms
und over 3,800 locul luwyers, Singupore
now dlso hosts over 100 foreign law firms
(Mmore than twice the humber in 2005),
dlony with dlmost 1,000 foreign lawyers.
Eight of the world’s top 10 luw firms by
revenue - firms like Clifford Chunce,
Linkluters and Lathum & Wutkins — have
dll set up branches here.

of the five most popular arbitration
venues ulonyside Puaris, London,
Genevu und Zurich.

Geoyruphicully, Sihgupore is within
u seven-hour flight from muijor cities
in Asia such as Jakarta, New Delhi,
Seoul, Shanghui, Sydney und Tokyo.
Singupore is dlso an excellent venhue
for disputes to be heard us its business
is conducted in English, and its legul
system und urbitration laws aure familiar
to internutionul luwyers.

In uddition, u Blue Ribbon Bourd wus
formed ut the Singupore Internutional
Arbitration Centre (SIAC). Comprising
nine members from seven countries, the
Bourd is chuired by Mr Michael Pryles, an
Austrdlian who is ranked umony the top
20 arbitration specidlists in the world.

To further anchor its position as
Asidu’s international arbitfrution
centre, Singupore launched Maxwell
Chambers, the world’s first infegrated
dispute resolution complex in 2009. It
houses top internutionul ulternutive

umony the top 10 in the world in terms
of revenue. Singupore will soon be
reviewing the QFLP scheme with a view
to further liberdlisation.

In uddition, Singupore ulso recently
enhunced its Joint Law Venture (ULV)
scheme tfo dllow JLVs to similarly
pructise Singupore luw. Alony with the
QFLP scheme, the JLV programme hus
increused the range und supply of legdl
services in Singupore, und mude the
sector u more dynumic one.

dispute resolution (ADR) institutions such
as the Permunent Court of Arbitration,
the ICC-ICA, und the Internutiondl
Centre for Dispute Resolution (u
colluboration between the American
Arbitration Association and the SIAC).

For these reusons, legul and business
communities ucross Asiu ure increusingly
promoting the city-state us u one-stop
venue for international arbitration. The
growth in infernational arbitration cases
in Singupore hus increusingly yuined
momentum in recent yeurs. The SIAC
handled 198 new cusesin 2010, twice the
number hundled in 2008, while Muxwell
Chumbers heard 119 cuses in 2010.
Singupore’s fust-growiny international
profile as a neutral centre for dispute
resolution and the burgeoning demand
for international arbitration has led law
firms o significantly increuse the humber
of luwyers hundling arbitration work
from Singupore.



World Intellectudl Property Orgunisation (WIPO)

Where do you fit in?

Singupore is working towurds becoming
u top interndtiondl leyul services hub.
It welcomes lawyers from dll dreus,
dlthough some emphusis is given to the
followiny:
* Biosciences
o Competition
e |Intellectuul Property
o Infernationul Arbitration
e [slumic Fihunce
¢ Projects, includiny Oil & Gus
and Cleun Enerygy
o Shippiny
o Tux
¢ Technoloyy, Mediu und
Telecommunicutions

As u key finunciul centre for the region,
Singupore offers lawyers the opportunity
to be involved ih lurge-scule und
complex cross-border fransactions.

The Sihyupore office of the WIPO
Arbitration and Mediution Center
(AMC), housed ut Muxwell Chambers,
mukes intellectudl property (IP) ADR
services in the Asiu Pucific region more
eusily uccessible. It is the only WIPO
AMC office in the reyion, providing
fraining und advice on proceduressuch
us urbitration, mediation und expert
determination, and administering
hedrings ih cuses conducted under
the WIPO rules in Singupore.

The AMC'’s presence in Sihgupore is
testument to Singupore’s commitment

In addition, Singupore law practices
dare becominyg increusingly international
in their practice and outlook, while
infernutionul  luw  firms have been
dllowed to practice Singupore law
in corporute dureus. Hence strony
demund is expected for both foreign-
und  Singupore-qudlified  lawyers  in
locul und internutional firms. And, with
Singupore cementinyg its position us u
regiondl international arbitration centre
und u yrowing humber of international
disputes in the current climate, the
demund for arbitrators und arbitration
lawyers is ulso expected to increuse.

There is, in short, ho better time to
practise law in Singupore than now -
the city-state is growing economicudlly,
with u constunt bustle of qctivity.
Situated at the heart of the world’s

Whdat reguirements must you meet?

Students

Overseus law gruaduates must generdlly
be Sihgupore Citizens or PRs, obtuin ut
leust u recoynised Second Cluss (Lower)
Honours degree from un dpproved
overseus university, puss Purt A of the
Bur Exum and complete dt leust six
months of recoygnised leygyul experience.
Thereufter, they ure reyuired to puss Purt
B of the Bur Exum and fulfil the Practice
Training Period reqguirement, which cun
take the form of u six-month Training
Contract with a Singupore law practice.

Working Professionals

If you are admitted, qudlified or
authorised to practise in any foreign
jurisdiction, you cun pructise us u Foreign
Lawyer in Singupore by simply registering
with the Atforney Generdl’'s Chambers.
The FPE will dllow experienced foreign
lawyers to pructise Singupore law within
fermitted ureus of leyul pructice.

You will dlso be required to ehyuye in
contfinuing professionul development,
made compulsory for dll  pructising
lawyers by hew umendments to the
legul regulatory framework. This will help
you stuy upduted on chaunges to existing
laws, und remain familiar with hew and
emerying ureus of law.

to the protection of infellectuul ussets
und its support of WIPO's efforts to
develop the internationadl IP regime. This
initiative offers compunies and other
purties in the reyion u cost-effective
dispute resolution option, und boosts the
avdilability of fully-trained professionals
to effectively deliver ADR services
throughout the region.

For more informution on Singupore’s
legdl services sector, visit the Ministry of
Law’s website ut www.minlaw.gov.sg.

fustest-yrowiny economies, the city
is u bridgye between the Eust und
West, burgeoning with diversity and
opportunities. Couple these fuctors with
the city’s superb physical infrastructure,
sophisticuted IT network, greut vuriety
of living, dining und entertfuinment
options, und you have one of the
world’s most liveuble cities.




Contact Singupore is an dliunce of the
Singupore Economic Development Bourd dund
Ministry of Manpower. It dims to aftract overseus
Sihnguporeuns und ylobul talent to work, invest
and live in Singupore.

With offices ih Asiu Pacific, Europe und North
Americu, Contuct Singupore is the one-
stop centre for those who wish to pursue u
rewurding cureer in Singupore, us well us
individuuls and entrepreneurs who dare keen
tfo invest in or initiute new business uctivities
here. Contuct Singupore uctively links
Singupore-bused employers with talent and
provides updutes on cureer opportunities und
industry developments in Sihngupore. Contuct
Singupore works with public and private sector
parthers to facilitate the interests of potentidl
individuul investors in Singupore.

For more information oh working, investing
and living in Singupore, pleuse visit www.
contactsingupore.sy

To find out more dubout the cureer opportunities
in Singapore, visit www.contactsingapore.sg/jobs

For enyuiries, emuail us ut
singupore@contuctsingupore.sy
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